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A New Definition of Intelligence 
 

Some years ago the Gallup Organization did a study 
of success characteristics of wealthy Americans.  One of the 
qualities of success that they discovered was the factor of 
intelligence.  However, in the study, intelligence was not 
defined as a matter of high I.Q. or good grades in school.  
Rather, intelligence was defined as “a way of acting.”  In 
short, if you act intelligently, you are intelligent and if you act 
stupidly, you are stupid, irrespective of your grades or your 
I.Q.   
 

Now here is the question, “What is an intelligent act?”  How can you determine whether an act is 
intelligent or not, either for yourself or someone else?  The answer is simple.  An intelligent act is 
anything that you do that moves you toward a goal of your own choosing.  An unintelligent act is anything 
that moves you away from a goal of your own choosing.  And, everything counts.   
 

Everything that you do that is consistent with your goals, is by definition, an intelligent act and 
everything that you do that is inconsistent with you achieving your own self determined goal is a stupid 
act.  You must therefore resolve from this moment forward, to think and behave intelligently with regard 
to your goals.  You can obtain everything that you desire by acting intelligently.   
 

Everything that you do counts in some way. Everything either helps or hurts.  Everything is either 
moving you toward your goals or moving you away.  Everything either adds to the quality of your life or 
detracts from it.  Everything counts.  
 
Resolve to act intelligently!  
****************************************************************************** 
 
Everything in life is a matter of choice.  Success is an attitude.  Success is a habit.  Success is easily 
available to all who want it, believe they can have it, and put their desires into action. 
 
 
“One of the reasons many people don’t have what they want is neglect.  Neglect starts as an infection 
then becomes a disease. Economic disaster begins with a philosophy of doing less and wanting more.” – 
Jim Rohn 
 

 


